
Step Back in Time: Convict Love Tokens Exhibition Now
Open at Eumundi Museum!

Eumundi Museum is currently displaying an exhibition of convict love tokens. Forty
tokens are on display as well as a touch screen providing enlarged photos and
helpful information about the convicts and the tokens themselves. It is on loan from
the National Museum of Australia.

It is a bit of a coup for a small, regional museum to borrow a touring exhibition from
the NMA and a sign of the wonderful things to come once Eumundi Museum has
completed its renovations and enlarged its temporary exhibition space.

A convict token is a piece of metal, usually a penny, that has been smoothed and
then etched or scratched with a new picture or a simple message. In the 18th and
19th century, convicts were often held in jails and ships for months, or even longer,
before they were transported to Australia.

Before they left, many had the opportunity to leave behind a simple token with a
message for their loved ones. They are fascinating trinkets and give an interesting
insight into a world that seems both long ago and not so long ago.

British settlement in Queensland began with convicts 200 years ago this year, when
a settlement was established in Redcliffe for secondary offenders. This moved to
Brisbane in 1825, which will be 200 next year.

The ‘Convict Tokens Exhibition’ is now on at Eumundi
Museum until early January.

Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10am – 3pm with free entry.

For more information contact Museum Director Josef
Hextall at director@eumundimuseum.org
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